
12/21/05 11:04 FAX __ __ -- JSI m o o 2  

* *  Before the 

Tn the Matter or 

FILE 
STAMP FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMJSSION 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

- -  Section 63.71 Application of 
Advanccd Tel, Inc. - Consolidated 
For Authority IO Disconlinue 
Certain Services 

9 

COFY 
RECEIVED 1 

1 Comp. Pol. File No. - 

NOV 1 4 2005 
1 
1 

SECTION 63.71 APPLICATlON 

Pursuant to Sections 63.71 ofthe Commission’s Rules’ and Section 214(a) of the 
Communications Act of 1934, as amended; Advanced Tel, hc. - Consolidated (“Advanced Tel” 
or the “Company”) hereby files this application to discontiiiue the provision of local exchange 
service and Digital Subscriber Line High-speed (“DSL”) to lhe segment of customers to w,hom 
the Company provides competitive local exchange carrier (“CLEC”) service in the State of 
Louisiana that received notices specifying a discontinuance date of December 30, 20053 and all 
of the customers io whom the Company provides competitive local exchange service in the State 
of Mississippi (“Applicanon‘’).d In support of this Application, Advanced Tel submits h e  
f o I l 0 ~ 1 g :  

I. Jnforrnalion Required by Section 63.71(a)(11-f4) 

- - _  A. Name and Address of Carrier 
\ 

Advanced Tel, Inc. - Consolidated 
913 South Bumside Avenue 
Gonzales, Louisiana 707374258 

See 47 C.F.R. 5 63-71. 

See 47 L’!.S.C~ 5 214(a). 

On October 18,2002, the Company 51cd an application 10 discontinue the provision of local exchange aud 

1 

2 

1 
-% 3 

DSL scrvice to the segmcnl of customers that the Company serves in the Stare of Louisiana h a t  received notices 
specifying a discontinuance dare of Novcmba 30,2005 (“Tint Application”). This insmr Application is in 
reference to thc rcmainder of the Company’s CLEC customers in Louisiana and all of rbe Company’s CLEC 
cusiomers m Mississippi to whom the Company provides competitive local exchange sewicc. . As rcquired by Section 63.71(a) of rhe Commission’s Ruler, Advanccd Tel has nodficd and submined a 
copy oilhis Application 10 rhc Mississippi and Louisjana Public Service ConunissionS, !he Governors ol’lhe Srates 
orMississippi and Louisiana and thc Secretary of thc Dcpamnent of Dcfcnse. Advanced Tcl is a CLEC and 
providcs local exchangc, DSL, long dirmcc and Internet Sawice Provider (“ISP) scryices. A subsidiary of 
Adoauced Tcl, ?w Communicalions, Inc. (“TLX”), is also a CLEC; however, it currently provides olllylong 
distance service and has IID local exchange cusroniers. Because t h i s  application does not seek disconIinuance of 
loirg distance senrice, J I X  is nor pm of this spplicafion. - 

9 
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For purposes of this Application, the Cornmissionmay contact: 
Janet S. Bntton, Corporate and Regulatory Counsel 
Advanced Tel, Inc. - Consolidated 
913 South Bumside Avenue 
Gonzales, Louisiana 70737-4258 

Date of Planned Service Discontinuance B. 

@ 0 0 3  

As specified in its First Application, Advanced Tel has sent notices to one 
segment of customen that reside in Ihe Siate of Louisiana specifying a proposed 
discontinuance date of Novernba 30, 2005. Netices have $.:en sent to :he 
Company’s remaining CLEC customers in the state of Louisiana and to all of the 
Company’s customers in Mississippi with a proposed discontinuance date of 
December 30, 2005. This Application seeks approval to discontinue service to 
these customers? 

In order to ensure that customers will be able to transition to alternative services, 
the Company will allow an additional time period after the December 30, 2005 
discontinuance date specified in the customer notices before discontinuing service 
to these customers. For the remainder of the customers In Louis~wa, the 
Company will not discontbue service until February 14,2006 subject to obtaining 
all necessary fcdcral and state regulatory approvals. For its customers in 
Mississippi, the Company will uot discontinue service until January 31, 2006.6 

Points of Geographic Areas of Service Affected 

”!>e notices sent by Advanced Tel informing customers of the Company’s intcnt 
to discontinue service on December 30, 2005 were sent l o  the remainder of its 
customers that are located in areas served by BellSouth and that are within the 
Company’s certificated competitive local exchange area in the following pmkhes 
in Louisiana:’ Acadia, Allen, Ascension, Assumption, Avoyellcs, Beauregard, 
Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, Calcasieu, Catahoula, Claibome, Concordia, De Soto, 
East Baton Rouge, Sast Feliciana, Evangeline, Iberiq Tberville, Jackson, 

C. 

., 

In the F i s t  Application, rhe Company slated its inltnlion to N e  two additional applications, one pamining 
IO disconrinuancc of scMcc to its customers in Louisiana and tllc other pemining IO discontinuencc of s&ce to 
w o m e r s  in Mississippi. Because rhe notices IO these two groups spccified the same proposed disconthmnnce dare. 
t h ~  Conipany has coiisolidared rhe rwo groups in rhis insranr Applicaum. 

S 

- - 
See In re: Perilion of Advmccd Tcl, Inc. for Authority lo Cease Operations and 10 Discontinuc Provision of G 

all Local Exchange Trlecommunications Serviccs in Mississippi, Docket No. 2005-AD-601 (issued Oci 2S, 2005) 
(Mississippi Public S c M c e  Conmission granting Advanced Tel’s sequest to discontinue CLEC services $1 
Mississippi and canceling The Company’s auchoiimlion 10 providc CLEC rcnicc in rhc stale effective on and after 
January 31,2006). 

K 

h Ihc Furf Application, tbc Conipany infomied the Coinmission rhar the customers rbal are in Louisiana to 7 

whom the Company provides competitive local exchsnge senicc vihich were sent nonces contaiNng aYovember 
30, 2005 disconhumcc datc also YC locatcd in thcsc pmkher. 

2 
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Jefferson, Jefferson Davis, Lafayette, Lafourche, Lincoln, Livingston, Madison, 
Morehouse, Natchitoches, Orleans, Ouachita, Plaquemines, Pointe Coupee, 
Rapides, Sabine, Saint Bernard, Saint Charles, Saint James, Saint Landry, Saint 
Martin, Saint Mary, Saint Tammany, S1. John the Baptist, Tangipahoa, Tcnsas, 
Terrebonne, Union, Vermilion, Vernon, Washington, Webster, West Baton 
Rouge, West Feliciana. 

The notices sent by Advanced Tel informing cusiomers of the Company’s intent 
to discontinue service on December 30, 2005 were also sent to its customers that 
are located in areas served by BellSouth and that are within the Company’s 
certificated competitive local exchange area in the following counties in 
Mississippi: Adams, Alcorn, Amitc, Atiala, Bolivar, Claiborne, Coahoma, 
Copiah, Desoto, Forrest, Franklin, Hancock, Hanison, Hinds, Jackson, Jones, 
Lafayetre, Laudcrdale, Lawrence, h e ,  Leflore, Lincoln, Lowndes, Madison, 
Marion, Oktibbehq Pearl River, Plke, Pontotoc, Rankin, Stone, Union, Walthall, 
Warren, Washington, Wilkinson, Winston, Yalobusha 

Brief Description of the Types of Services Affected 

In the areas where the Company provides competitive local exchange service 
referenced above, Advanced Tel provides the following types of services which 
will be discontinued: 

’ 

i 

D. 

.I‘ 
i‘ :&. 

Facili~ies-based local cxchange service and local exchange services provided 
through resale ofBellSouth’s services. In conjunction with both ofthese types of  
services, the Company has offered DSL services which will also be discontinued.8 
The Company will continue to provide long distance service in Louisiana and 
Mississippi and serve as an ISP for certain individuals in Louisiana who access 
the Internet through dial-up service. 

9 
ll. Descrintion of the Dates and Methods of Notice to A11 Affected Customen 

The written notices sent to the segment of customers that specify a discontinumice date of 
December 30, 2005 were sent to the remainder of customers in Louisjana on OCtGber 11, 13, 20, 
and 27,2005. Sample copies of thcse noticcs arc attachcd as Exhibits A, E, C and D 
respe~tively.~ Written notices were sent to customers in Mississippi on October 21,2005. A 
sample copy of this notice is attached as Exhibit E. 

A podion of the customers to whom notices have been sent are ones that have been 
displaced due to Hurricane Katrina and/or Humcane Rita. For these individuals, the U.S. Post 
Office has established procedures to receive m3il at their new location. These notices informed 

Thc Company w i l l  continue 10 provide DSL and high .speed inlerneI services in conjunction with iU 8 

affiiared incumbent local exchange camcr (“ILEC”) to subscribers in Ihc ILEC’s SCMCC territory. 

Four different rypes of letters sent on Ortobcr 20.2005, samplcr ofwhich arc contained in Extibil C onc 9 

to residenrial customers whcrc did-up Internet will slill be available; one IO residential customers where dial-up 
Intcrnef service will not be available: one to busincss cuslomcrs whcrc did-up Inlcmtl will s t i l l  b t  av-ilable; and 
one to busincsr customers where dial-up lntmel service will not be available. i 

i 3 
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- -  the customers that Advanced Tel’s service is dependent upon BellSouth’s nehvork which is still 
under repair and encouraged them to seek an alternate provider when they return. With regard to 
customers such as hospilals and government agencies that have been displaced, the Company 

extent that these measures are nor adequate to satisfy Ihe Commission’s requireinen~s, the 
Company sceks waiver of Section 63.71(a) ofthe Commission’s Rules and is prepared to 
provide supporting evidence demonstrating the cxtraordinary circurnstaees surroundmg those 
impacted by Hurricane Katrina or Hunicane Rita to justify grant of a requcst for waivcr ofthis 
Rule. 

7 
scnt notices to  these customers via USPS Priority Mail with Delivery Confirmation. To the f i  

TIT. Status of Carrier 

Advanced Tcl is non dominant with respect to the services that it proposes to discontinue. 

IV. Circumstances of Discontinuance 

The Company’s decision to discontinue local exchange and DSL services was made well 
in advance of Humcanc K a h a  and Hunicane Rita and was a difficult business decision based 
primarily on the Commission’s decision to change its d e s  and regulations affecting the cost 
structure for providing CLEC services. 

V. Certification 

- -  
=l 

On behalf of Advanced Tel, the undersigned President and Chief Operating Officer of 
Advanced Tel hereby certifies that the statements contained herein are true, complete and conect 
to the best of m y  knowledge and made in good faith. 

I 

VI. Conclusion 

For the reasons stated hcreiq the Company r&p&tfilly requests grant of this 
Application. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Presideit LChief Operating Officer 

Advanced Tel, Inc. - Consolidated 
913 SouthBumside Avenue 
Gonzales, Louisiana 70737-4258 
225-62 1-4200 

Novmbcr 14,2005 
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EXHIBIT A 

Sample October 11,2005 Discontinuance Letter 

4 
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EATEL 
913 South Burnside Avenue 
Gonzales, Louisiana 

@I007 

Total Communication Solutions @ 

Ocioher 11, 2005 

Assumplion Parish Wsrer Distrid 
Anention- Henry Templer 
P. 0. Box 575 
Sapoleonville, Louisiana 70390-0575 

RE: 
DSL Hj:li Speed and dial-up Inkmer (Excludhg East Ascension and h w e r  Livingston Pm-ehcs) 

Dear Cusiomer: 

This lcttcr is to inform you rhai on Dcccmber 30,2005, Advanced Tel, Inc., d/b/a EATEL will no IonKer bc providing 
local ielephone service, dedicated voice and data seMccs, DSL High-Sped and &&up Internet in your area. (Please 
note: EATEL uill continuc lo offer all eKisling services in the company's franchised service area within East 
Asccmion and Lowcr Livingsion Parishes.) 

This %as a difficult business decision hascd primonly on thc Fcdcral Communication Commission's change in NICP 
and regulations zffecting thc cast sbucrure Cor providing compecitive local exchange services in your area. We are 
providing this notice well io advance of our target tennination date to allow you sufficient time to find another 
con~nunications provider. 

AI1 customers with ienn contracts will be released from such term apeemem as of the date of this letter. It is o w  
mdcrstandiug th3t lhcrc are ohm providers which offm local exchange services wilhin yow SCMCC arm. Gcncrdy, 
you d l  And a l i s  of Iocd exchange senicp. providers in your local telqhone directory. In order IO make yom 
selection, you must coniaci a local relephone service providsr of choice and rcquzst lhst your scrvicc bc switchcd to 
that provider. If you are in an are3 where  you^ EATEL local telephone seivice uas affected by Hurricane Ka& 01 

Hmricanc Rita, BcllSoutb is working diligcnily to rcbuild its inhsimcture. Sincc EATEL's current local service is 
largely a resale amngement of BellSourh's nehvork, a repair for an EATEL service would t & t  approximatcly the 
same amount of time as new reprice ordered with BellSouth directly. We encourage you IO contact an alremalc 
providcr as soon as possible. 

LRFl3Tl4odce  of Discontinuancc of Local Tclephone Services, dedicated voice and data ctcuib, 

- -  
9 

a_ 

i 
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The FCC will normally authorize this proposcd disconlinuance of sewkc unlcss it is shown &at wstomers would be 
unable to receive service or a reasonable s u b h x e  from another carrier or that the public con\'enienct and ntcessily is 
othcmisc advcrscly affcctcd. If you wish lo cbjccf you should file your comments within 15 days after receipt of this 
norification. Address &ern ro the Federal CwmunicaIiom CommjssIon, Washington, DC 20554. znd r e f m c e  the 
-4pplication of Advanced Tel, Jnc., dbla EATEL Coinrnents should include specific information -,bout the impact of 
h i s  proposed disconlintiancc upon you or your company. including any inability to acquirc rcasonable substitute 
sem-ce. 

F 
\\WC EATEL will na longer provide local phone sewice, dedicarcd voicc and d a h  circuib, DSL High-speed and 
dial-up Inlenier in your are& we wiU conlinue IO oifer long distance senice io cilslomeTs m Loukiana. If you 
currmtly have long diztsnce service ulth EATEL, there is no need to cancel it. Or, if you aie iiiierened 111 signing up 
for EATEL'S long dis?tance plans, plcssc feel frcc to call OUT Customer Sewice Dcpzmen t  at 1-866-62511100 after 
you have established local tclcphoiie scrvicc with another provider. 

We regrel any inconvenience we may have caused you and wc thank you for thc oppoW-lY to havc scnwd you 

Sincerely, 
EATEL 

= 
i 
4 

(225) 6 2 1 4 9 8  . http://www.eateJ.com 

. . - 
-. .. . I ___._.I______...__-_ - --- 

http://www.eateJ.com
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EXHMT B 

Sample October 13,2005 Discontinuance Letter 
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Sample October 20,2005 Discontinuance Letters: 

1. Residential Customers - Dial-Up Internet Will Remain Available 

2. Rcsidential Customers - Dial-Up Internet Will No1 Remain Available 

3. Business Customers - Dial-Up Internet Will Remain Available 

4. Business Customers - Dial-Up Internet Will Not Remain Available 
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IMPORTANT NOnCE 
REGARDING YOUR ACCOUNT 
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IMPORTANT NOTTCE 
REGARDING YOUR ACCOUNT i 

- 
979 6. Burn>.de Avenue 00nAm.a~ LA 70737 1-5 66-62!9100 
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Sample October 27,2005 Discontinuance Letter 
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--- IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Ortotsr 21.2MS 

OK with correcuonr 

OKwirhout carrrc?luns 
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EXHIBIT E 

Sample October 21,2005 Discontinuance Letter - Mississippi 
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